The First Word:
A Letter From the Editors
When the journal transformed from the Journal of Secondary Gifted Education to the Journal of Advanced Academics in 2007, the title was not the only thing that changed. The scope of the journal changed as well. Many recognize the Journal of Advanced Academics under the new name, but have yet to fully comprehend the change in perspective that the title alteration carried with it. Providing a clearer definition of advanced academics is a prerequisite for building that comprehension. Therefore, this First Word is devoted to defining and explaining the notion of advanced academics.
The term advanced academics is often conflated with the term gifted and talented education. This confusion is understandable: The appropriate education of the gifted and talented requires the use of many aspects of advanced academics (e.g., Advanced Placement [AP], International Baccalaureate [IB]). However, the fallacy in the logic lies within the reversal of terms. The term advanced academics does not necessarily imply the education of the gifted and talented. In fact, it provides no context about the population of students that are being served. This is an important distinction. In gifted education, much of the focus revolves around trying to define giftedness or identify gifted students. By changing our emphasis from gifted education to advanced academics, we shifted the focus away from students and onto programs. Instead, the journal focuses on advanced academic programs and services. Thus, the major goal of the journal is to publish research that examines the promotion of advanced levels of academic achievement, no matter what the population of students.
The heart of advanced academics lies in the attempt to bring a higher level of education to a population that needs a higher level of challenge, including but not exclusive to gifted and talented students. Many educational programs fall under this charge. TRIO programs (e.g., Upward Board, College Bridge, and Talent
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THE FIRST WORD Search) are an excellent example of a type of program that fits the description of advanced academics. Research on traditional programs such as AP and IB is common within the spectrum of advanced academics. However, this research provides insight into an area of education that bridges the divide between gifted education and advanced academics.
Who benefits from an increased understanding of advanced academics? Certainly, there are clear implications of this research for early childhood, primary, secondary, and postsecondary educators. Furthermore, administrators, elected boards, researchers, scholars, parents, and students benefit from the compilation of exacting research on advanced academics.
Our focus has broadened from high-school-level gifted education to all-inclusive advanced academics. Although the orientation of the editorial board and staff does tend to be grounded in the field of gifted education, we have a very eclectic group of scholars on our editorial board, and many of them come from outside the field of gifted education. It is our hope that our journal can help to bridge the gap between gifted education and the wider arena of education as a whole by showcasing promising programs and practices that will help to advance academic achievement for a wide variety of students in diverse settings and contexts.
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